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23rd October 2026
Welcome to this week’s Parent Bulletin. As we reach the end of a busy and successful half term, we would like to take 
a moment to celebrate the many opportunities and achievements that have taken place across our school community.

This week, our Year 11 students took part in the Elevate Conference, a day dedicated to exam preparation, study 
strategies, wellbeing, and building confidence ahead of their upcoming mock examinations. We were incredibly proud 
of the positive attitude and engagement shown throughout the event, and we hope students found it both motivating 
and informative.

This week has also seen students in Years 9 and 10 learn about an exciting opportunity planned for 2027; More information 
can be found below.

As half term begins, we encourage all students to take some time to rest, recharge, and look after their wellbeing. While 
the break provides an opportunity to stay on top of any ongoing commitments, it is equally important to make time for 
family, friends, hobbies, and the activities that help us maintain a healthy balance.

We look forward to welcoming students back to school on Monday 2nd November for the start of a new half term. Have 
a great week!

Team Trafalgar

Parent         Bulletin

Uniform & Equipment
Please ensure your children have the correct 
uniform & equipment with them each day. If 
you require any support, contact your child’s 
form tutor. Please ensure students have a bag. 
You can find full details of what they need here.

Key Dates                                         
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October - Half Term
Monday 2nd November - Students back in school
Thursday 5th November - Presentation Evening
Thursday 19th November - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
                                              (virtual)

Exciting Opportunity for Years 9 & 10!Exciting Opportunity for Years 9 & 10!

We are delighted to announce that Miss Passmore has successfully 
secured Turing Scheme funding for Trafalgar School, creating an exciting 
opportunity for selected Year 9 and Year 10 students to take part in a 
STEM-focused educational visit to Florida, USA. 
 
The Turing Scheme is the UK Government’s international education 
programme, designed to give young people valuable overseas experiences 
that broaden horizons, build confidence and independence, and support 
future education and career aspirations. Through this trip, students will 
have the chance to engage with STEM learning in an international setting 
while developing important life and employability skills. 
 
Information, including a parent letter and application form, has been sent 
to parent/carer email addresses today. Applications are open to Year 9 and 
Year 10 students only, in line with the programme’s age requirements. The 
information includes a dedicated email address for submitting applications. 
 
Completed application forms must be submitted by Friday 6th November. Late applications cannot be 
considered. All applications received by the deadline will be reviewed through a fair and transparent selection 
process. We are incredibly proud to be able to offer this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity and would like to thank 
Miss Passmore for securing the funding and making it possible for our students.

https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/parents/uniform-and-equipment/
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Year 11 Elevate Conference: Year 11 Elevate Conference: 
Preparing for SuccessPreparing for Success
On Tuesday, our Year 11 students took part in our Elevate 
Conference, a dedicated day of preparation and support ahead 
of their mock examinations and the challenges of the year ahead.

Throughout the conference, students participated in a range 
of sessions focused on effective revision techniques, exam 
preparation strategies, study habits, wellbeing, and managing 
pressure during the examination period. The day provided 
students with practical tools and approaches to help them feel 
confident, organised, and ready to achieve their best.

We were delighted by the positive attitude, engagement, and 
maturity shown by our Year 11 students throughout the day. 
Their willingness to take part, reflect on their learning, and 
embrace new strategies demonstrated a strong commitment to 
their success.

We hope students found the conference both informative and 
motivating, and we look forward to seeing them apply these 
skills as they continue their preparations for the November mock 
examinations.

Blue Skies takes off for 2026/27Blue Skies takes off for 2026/27
Blue Skies Year 10 – BAE Systems Employability Visit
Year 10 students took part in an engaging employability session at 
BAE Systems, designed to develop their confidence and understanding 
of the skills needed in professional environments. Students had the 
opportunity to practice interview skills, explore the dos and don’ts of 
professional settings, and consider the importance of first impressions 
and appropriate etiquette when applying to businesses and future 
opportunities.

Blue Skies Year 8 – 
University of Portsmouth Visit
Our Year 8 Blue Skies group enjoyed an exciting visit to the 
Faculty of Technology at Portsmouth University. During the 
trip, students toured the facilities and worked collaboratively in 
teams within the Space Engineering Lab, where they designed 
and tested paper rockets. They also had the opportunity to 
showcase their creativity by designing their own mission 
patches and explored the state-of-the-art Robotics Laboratory. 
Students were fascinated by the wide range of robots on 
display and the ways they are used in both cutting-edge 
research and real-world applications.
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Reading Plus Winner of the Week!Reading Plus Winner of the Week!
Congratulations to Poppy in Year 9, our Reading Plus winner 
of the week! 

Poppy enjoys reading murder mysteries and chose ‘Seven 
Ghosts’ by Chris Priestley as her latest read. Packed with 
mystery, suspense, and plenty of spooky moments, it’s the 
perfect choice for this time of year. Happy reading, Poppy!

Also, well done 8G2 for topping the reading leaderboard! 

Don’t forget, you can help your class climb that leaderboard 
and be in with chance of winning one of our new books from 
the book vending machine by keeping up with your English 
Independent Practice.

BAE Systems Apprentice Open EveningsBAE Systems Apprentice Open Evenings
Students and families are invited to explore exciting future career opportunities at BAE Systems through 
their upcoming Apprentice Open Evenings at HM Naval Base Portsmouth. These events are open to 
students aged 14 and over and provide an excellent opportunity to learn about apprenticeship pathways in 
engineering, digital technology, radar systems, manufacturing, business, and planning.

Visitors will have the chance to meet current apprentices, engineers, digital specialists, and business 
professionals, gaining first-hand insight into what it is like to work for BAE Systems. Students can discover 
how apprenticeships combine practical experience with professional development while contributing to 
technologies and services that support the UK’s defence sector. Opportunities are available from age 16+, 
making this a valuable event for young people beginning to consider their post-16 options.

Places are limited and advance booking is essential. As the event takes place on a working defence site, 
all visitors will be subject to security clearance and will need valid photo identification. Under-18s must 
be accompanied by an adult. Families interested in attending are encouraged to book early to avoid 
disappointment.

BAE Open Evening Dates

Tuesday 3 November 2026, 6:00pm to 8:00pm
Wednesday 4 November 2026, 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Registration closes at 6:00pm on Wednesday 14 October 2026, or earlier if all places are filled.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2001547917702?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bae-systems-apprentice-open-evening-portsmouth-naval-base-202627-tickets-2001554128278?aff=oddtdtcreator
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