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16th October 2026
Welcome to this week’s Parent Bulletin.

As we head into the final week before half term, it has been another busy and rewarding week at Trafalgar. 
We would like to thank all of the parents and students who attended our Preparing for Year 10 Information 
Evening. It was fantastic to see so many families engaging with the opportunities, experiences, and support 
available throughout Year 10 as students begin planning for the future.

This week’s bulletin also highlights a range of exciting careers-related opportunities. You can find information 
about upcoming BAE Systems Apprentice Open Evenings for students aged 14+, along with a recap of our 
recent Careers with Languages event delivered in partnership with the Solent Languages Network, which 
showcased the many opportunities that language skills can unlock in the world of work.

We also celebrate our latest Reading Plus Winner of the Week, recognising a student who has shown 
outstanding commitment to developing their reading skills and making the most of the platform.

As always, there is plenty more to discover throughout this week’s bulletin. We hope you enjoy reading it and 
wish all of our students a successful final week before a well-earned half-term break.

Until next week!

Team Trafalgar

Parent         Bulletin

Uniform & Equipment
Please ensure your children have the correct 
uniform & equipment with them each day. If 
you require any support, contact your child’s 
form tutor. Please ensure students have a bag. 
You can find full details of what they need here.

Key Dates                                         
Monday 26th - Friday 30th October - Half Term
Monday 2nd November - Students back in school
Thursday 5th November - Presentation Evening
Thursday 19th November - Year 9 Parents’ Evening
                                              (virtual)

Exploring What’s Ahead in Year 10 Futures EventExploring What’s Ahead in Year 10 Futures Event
Thank you to all the parents and students who attended our Preparing for Year 10 Information Evening. We 
hope you found the session informative and helpful as we looked ahead to the opportunities, experiences, 
and support available throughout Year 10.

For those who were unable to join us, the event booklet is 
available on the Careers Hub on our website. It includes all 
the key information shared during the evening and can be 
accessed at any time:

🔗 Careers Hub: https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/
curriculum/careers/

We look forward to supporting our students through the 
many opportunities, experiences, and decisions they will 
encounter during Year 10. Thank you to our students and 
alumni who supported the event and shared their experiences.

https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/parents/uniform-and-equipment/
https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/curriculum/careers/
https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/curriculum/careers/
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‘Careers with Languages’ Event Inspires Students to Think ‘Careers with Languages’ Event Inspires Students to Think 
GloballyGlobally
Earlier this month, students had the 
opportunity to attend the largest ‘Careers 
with Languages’ Event to date, hosted by 
Admiral Lord Nelson School as part of the 
Solent Languages Network, a partnership we 
are proud to be involved in.

The event brought together students, 
teachers, employers, and organisations from 
across the region to explore how language 
skills can open doors to a wide range of 
exciting careers. Representatives from 
industries including tourism, international 
business, translation, education, policing, 
sport, and international relations shared 
insights into how languages play a vital role 
in their work.

Throughout the day, students took part in a variety of engaging activities, including careers presentations, 
mock interviews, multilingual challenges, international careers quizzes, and a Japanese language and culture 
workshop. Highlights included an inspiring presentation from football language specialist Pierce Kiembi of 
Futbol Lingo, who discussed the importance of languages in the global sports industry, and a fascinating talk 
from international interpreter Gloria Vessey, who shared experiences from a career working with celebrities, 
dignitaries, and members of royal families.

The event had a significant impact on students’ 
perceptions of language learning. Before 
attending, only 38% of students described 
languages as being “very useful” for future 
careers. By the end of the event, this figure had 
risen to 68%. Similarly, the proportion of students 
who could not identify a career where languages 
would be valuable fell from 17% to just 4%.

These outcomes highlight the importance of 
connecting classroom learning with the world of 
work. Students left with a greater understanding 
of the many opportunities that language skills 
can provide and a broader appreciation of how 
languages can support careers far beyond travel 
and tourism.

As part of the Solent Languages Network, we are delighted that our students could be involved in such an 
inspiring event. It was a valuable opportunity to raise aspirations, explore future pathways, and demonstrate 
how languages can help young people thrive in an increasingly connected world.
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Reading Plus Winner of the Week!Reading Plus Winner of the Week!
Congratulations to Miguel in Year 7, our Reading Plus Winner 
of the Week. Miguel enjoys reading history and non-fiction 
books, while also picking up fiction titles from time to time.

As his reward, Miguel selected Lunar by Chris Bradford, a 
thrilling story of survival in outer space. We hope you enjoy 
your new book, Miguel, and thank you for your continued 
commitment to reading. Happy reading!

Also, well done 8G2 for topping the reading leaderboard! 

Don’t forget, you can help your class climb that leaderboard 
and be in with chance of winning one of our new books from 
the book vending machine by keeping up with your English 
Independent Practice.

BAE Systems Apprentice Open EveningsBAE Systems Apprentice Open Evenings
Students and families are invited to explore exciting future career opportunities at BAE Systems through 
their upcoming Apprentice Open Evenings at HM Naval Base Portsmouth. These events are open to 
students aged 14 and over and provide an excellent opportunity to learn about apprenticeship pathways in 
engineering, digital technology, radar systems, manufacturing, business, and planning.

Visitors will have the chance to meet current apprentices, engineers, digital specialists, and business 
professionals, gaining first-hand insight into what it is like to work for BAE Systems. Students can discover 
how apprenticeships combine practical experience with professional development while contributing to 
technologies and services that support the UK’s defence sector. Opportunities are available from age 16+, 
making this a valuable event for young people beginning to consider their post-16 options.

Places are limited and advance booking is essential. As the event takes place on a working defence site, 
all visitors will be subject to security clearance and will need valid photo identification. Under-18s must 
be accompanied by an adult. Families interested in attending are encouraged to book early to avoid 
disappointment.

Open Evening Dates

Tuesday 3 November 2026, 6:00pm to 8:00pm
Wednesday 4 November 2026, 6:00pm to 8:00pm

Registration closes at 6:00pm on Wednesday 14 October 2026, or earlier if all places are filled.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2001547917702?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bae-systems-apprentice-open-evening-portsmouth-naval-base-202627-tickets-2001554128278?aff=oddtdtcreator
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