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13th March 2026

Welcome to this week’s Parent Bulletin!

It has been a fantastic and celebratory week at Trafalgar. We are delighted that our students have won the Portsmouth 
Literature Quiz 2026 for the very first time, beating strong competition from schools across the city – you can read more 
about their success inside this bulletin.

Our Year 7 students, along with the staff who supported them, are also now officially part of a new Guinness World 
Records® title for the world’s largest reading lesson (multiple venues), achieved here in Portsmouth on World Book 
Day 2026 with 6,715 pupils taking part. It was an unforgettable experience and a wonderful way to celebrate reading 
together on such a large scale.

Thank you to all Year 9 students and parents who attended our Options Evening and engaged so thoughtfully with the 
process. Your questions, discussions and careful consideration of future pathways made the evening highly productive 
and we really value your partnership in supporting these important decisions.

A reminder that we have an INSET day next Wednesday (18th) and booking is now open for our Annual Progress Review 
Day (24th); details on how to book appointments have been sent via Class Charts. On this day, students will only attend 
school for their scheduled meeting with their tutor; they are not required to wear uniform. If parents or carers are unable 
to attend due to work commitments, students must still attend their appointment so we can review their progress and 
next steps.

Until next week!

Team Trafalgar

Parent         Bulletin

Key Dates                                          
Wednesday 18th March - INSET Day - school closed
Tuesday 24th March - Annual Progress Review Day - 
students attend meeting with tutor.
Wednesday 25th March - Easter Concert - 6:00pm

Uniform & Equipment
Please ensure your children have the correct 
uniform & equipment with them each day. If 
you require any support, contact your child’s 
form tutor. Please ensure students have a bag. 
You can find full details of what they need here.

Literature Quiz 
Champions 2026
Literature Quiz 
Champions 2026

https://www.trafalgarschool.org.uk/parents/uniform-and-equipment/
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Trafalgar triumph at Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2026  

We are incredibly proud to share that our students 
have won the Portsmouth Literature Quiz 2026 for the 
very first time, beating 32 teams from 11 schools in a 
closely fought competition at Fratton Park.
​
Since October, eight students – Bella, Diana, Emily, 
Holly, Khloe, Lucie, Megan and Summer – have been 
working hard, reading and remembering the details of 
this year’s four books by authors Max Boucherat, E.L. 
Norry, Lucy Strange and Aoife Walsh, whilst expanding 
their general literature knowledge.

On the day, they competed in two teams against other 
schools, the authors themselves and school librarians, 
facing questions on the books, the authors’ lives and 
wider literature. Both teams performed brilliantly, with 
the winning team – Bella, Holly, Khloe and Megan – 
securing first place after a tense tie-breaker answered 
by Khloe. They also met the authors, had their books 
signed and took part in Q&As.

As part of their prize, the students received free books 
for themselves, as well as a fantastic selection of new 
books for our school, which will be enjoyed by many 
more Trafalgar readers in the months to come.
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Year 9 Options Evening
This term we were delighted to welcome Year 9 families to our Options Evening as students begin planning the next 
stage of their Trafalgar journey into Key Stage 4. 

The presentation outlined our ambitious curriculum 
which is designed to develop successful learners, 
confident individuals and responsible citizens. Parents 
heard how Trafalgar offers a broad and balanced 
range of GCSEs and vocational qualifications, 
including a strong core of English, Maths, Science, 
Citizenship and PE, alongside a wide choice of options 
in Humanities, Languages, Creative Arts, Performance, 
Technology and vocational subjects. 

We talked through the importance of keeping future 
doors open by choosing a humanities subject and, 
wherever possible, a modern foreign language, 
as these are highly valued for post‑16 study and 
university pathways. 

The evening also focused on how families can support good decision‑making: reading the options booklet together, 
talking with subject teachers and current KS4 students, and using upcoming RAP meetings with tutors to discuss 
strengths, interests and longer‑term goals. 

We want to reassure you that our Curriculum Directors, Subject Leaders and Tutors are all available to answer your 
questions and to work with you and your child to choose a pathway that suits them and sets them up for success in 
the years ahead.

Reading Plus Winner
Congratulations to our Reading Plus winners! Last week, Year 
9 student Milo earned the top spot and chose the graphic novel 
‘Eternals Vol. 1: Only Death Is Eternal’ by Kieron Gillen as his prize. 

This week’s winner is Year 7 student Freyja, who selected the puzzle 
book ‘Murdle Junior: Curious Crimes for Curious Minds’ by G.T. 
Karber. Happy Reading!

By keeping up with your Reading Plus you stand the chance to win 
one of our new books from the book vending machine! Which book 
would you choose?

Also, well done 7G3 for topping our reading leaderboard! Don’t 
forget to help your class climb the table by keeping up with your 
English home learning.
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Join us and Elevate Education for FREE 
60- minute webinars designed to help you 

support your child's studies at home.

In the Spring Term, we’ll cover:

1.    How to Help Your Child Improve Their
         Note Taking
         - 13th January @6:00pm (GMT)

Spring Term Parent
Support Series

Free Parent Webinars

2. How You Can Make Technology 
an Ally (& Not the Enemy!)

        - 27th January @6:00pm (GMT)

3. How You Can Help Improve Your 
Child’s Memory

         - 10th February @6:00pm (GMT)

4.     How You Can Help Your Child   
         Prepare for Exams
         - 3rd March @6:00pm (GMT)

5.      How You Can Support Your
         Child During Exams         
         - 17th March @6:00pm (GMT)

Scan the QR code 
to register
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